
South-China Village Planning
Literature Review & Field Study & Planning & Design

Group Work

Group Members: Luming Xu, Yixian Guo, Keyi Lai
Xinyi Tang, Yang Wang, Tengxiao Xie

Period 08/2022-11/2022

Backed by Pu Hill and facing the Jade Belt River, Daling Village has a history 
of nearly 900 years and is the first "National Historical and Cultural Village" in 
Guangzhou. Influenced by the industrialization process of the metropolitan area, 
however, the village promoted low-end manufacturing, leading to the decline of its 

unique South-China water town culture.

To achieve the vision of cultural sustainability, we proposed exploring the 
connection between "ancestral halls" and "village relationships", as a starting 
point for spatial intervention. From the perspective of geography relationship, 
industry relationship, blood relationship, and culture relationship, we aim to lay 
the foundation for promoting growth in the region while reshaping the cultural and 

historical characteristics of the village.

Individual contributions to the group project:

• Guided five team members to carry out literature research, field investigation, planning and design, drawing, 
layout, and promotion article writing for Daling Village, Panyu District, Guangzhou

• Analyzed the historical evolution, industry development, and living environment; completed 80% of theme 
derivation; deepened geographical planning strategy; drew land-use planning diagram with CAD and other 
diagrams such as spatial structure, transportation network, landscape system, anti-disaster, etc. with PS; finished 

30% of the layout

• Reshaped the village’s cultural identity under the influence of Guangzhou's manufacturing industry



1. Introduction

Taoism Culture An important hub for the dissemination of 
Huang Daxian culture in South China Clan Culture Representative of the Guangdong 

Ethnic Clan System Culture Water Village Festival Distinctive representative of the unique historical and 
cultural heritage of water towns in the Pearl River Delta

Village site selection

Migration of multiple clans Planting forests & 
cultivating farmland

Revitalizing the ethnic group 
through the imperial examination

Construction of factories

Tanka went ashore to live

Development & Protection

Background

2014
New Urbanization

2018

Rural Revitalization Strategy

2021

Agricultural and Rural Modernization Planning

Practical Village Planning
Integration of multiple regulations      Bottom line control 

Rural characteristics     Historical inheritance     Cultural protection

Concept
Four Types of Relationships (4R)

In  Chinese  v i l lages ,  there  are 
four types of relationships, which 
maintain strong social ties in the 
countryside, but these relationships 
are constantly being broken in the 
process of urban development and 

need to be repaired urgently.

Geography Relationship (G-R)
Natural elements  Geographical features

Industry Relationship (I-R)
Subsistence activities Production activities

Culture Relationship (C-R)
History and culture               Ideology

Blood Relationship (B-R)
Emotional foundation        Clan ethics

Idea

Optimizing the Geography 
Relationship

Optimizing ecological patterns
Controlling land for construction

Holding on to farmland space

Foundation

Motivation

Reclaiming the Blood 
Relationship

Optimizing the habitat environment
Cultivating rural capable people

Improving the rural system
Bond

Core
Relationship

Activating the Culture 
Relationship

Excavating and preserving history
Inheriting and preserving culture
Revitalizing cultural endowment

Revitalizing the Industry 
Relationship

Analyzing industrial foundation 
Consolidating traditional industries 
Developing characteristic industries

Planning Steps

4R Analysis
The 4R together form an organic complex of villages with 

certain functions, structures, and connections.

4R Reshaping

4R Fusion

Upgrading of industrial structure

Maintaining social relationships

Historical and cultural inheritance

Ecological pattern reshapingGeography Relationship

Industry Relationship

Culture Relationship

Blood Relationship

Future Vision

Both host and guest 
are enjoyable

2. Analysis of existing circumstance

Daling Village

Daling Village

Daling Village

Daling Village

• The edge of the main city
• Guangzhou south expansion node

The first batch of national comprehensive 
tourism demonstration zones

The core area of the Pearl 
River Delta water network

Surrounded by 
several important 
industrial zones

Proximity to the Pearl River 
Delta expressway network

Pu Hill

Lychee Hill

Mount Lotus

East Direction:
Xu Clan Street Extension

South Direction: Xu Clan Ancestral Hall, 
Chen Clan Ancestral Hall direction

Jade Belt River

Baisha Lake Alluvial Plain Shilou River

Lijiang River

Oyster 
Shell Wall

Tower
Ancient Tree

Flagpole

Temple

Quay

Spring

Residential House

Archway

Ancestral 
Hall

Old Bridge

Pine Shed

Comb Sisters' 
Home

Zhejiang Guangzhou Hong Kong Daling Village
Northern Song Dynasty

Xu Clan
Southern Song Dynasty

Chen Clan
Ming Dynasty
Zhuang Clan

Qing Dynasty
Other Clans

May 5th
Dragon Boat Festival

February 13th
Hong Sheng Memorial Day

April 4th
Ancestor Worship

Daling
Marriage Custom

Jianfeng Mountain

Ancestral 
Hall

Temple

Blockhouse

New industries come 
to the country fair

Water belt  winds 
around the green 

mountains

There is joy in all 
four seasons

Central urban area 
of Guangzhou

Center of 
Panyu district

5km
10km

15km
20km

Guangzhou Baiyun 
International Airport

5km

60min

Guangzhou 
Railway Station60min

30min
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70minDaling Village

DongguanFoshan

Guangzhou South 
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(Credit: Xinyi Tang & Luming Xu)



Geography Relationship Status

3. Theme generation

Review

Blood Relationship Status
Review

Industry Relationship Status
Review

Natural Condition

Society Status

Layout Analysis

Land use situation Villagers' sources of income

Brief Summary

Spatial Condition

Settlement Analysis

Industry Analysis

Structure Analysis

Activity Analysis

Economy Analysis

Ecological Space Axis Functional Subareas Spatial Axis

Relationship

Based on the Ancestral Hall

Concluding an Agreement

• Land-use Status

• Transportation System Status

• Architectural Landscape Analysis

• Public Service Facility Status

From the perspective of the surroundings
Lotus Bay Shore Regional Tourism and 

Cultural Node
From the perspective of the city

A Model Village for Urban-rural Integration 
on Guangzhou's Southward Axis

Locations of 
Mountains & Waters

Semilunar Village

Landscape Pattern

Layout of waters

Yang-Yin hold

Water gap garden

Old tree & famous wood species

Comb-type Layout

Azure Dragon

White Tiger

Vermilion Bird

Black Tortoise

Mountain

Village

Mountain

Water

Water

Cropland

Village

Cropland

Pond

Elevation (m)

Exposure

Slope (°)

Mean monthly temperature 
& precipitation Mean annual 

temperature: 21.8℃
Mean annual rainfall: 

1650mm

Annual frost-free 
period: 346d

Mean annual sunshine 
duration: 2000h

Hardy Banana Frangipani Lotus

Banyan Black Olive

Sesarmid Crab Rural Dog

Carp Crake

-21-0
20-40
60-106

Plane
North
East
South
West
North

0-8
12-16
24-41

Plants

January June December
Temperature (℃)Precipitation 

(mm)

Animals

Ecological Space
Production Space
Living Space

Temporary construction 
next to the fishpond

Roads are deserted and 
debris is piled up

Rivers are blocked
The ancient trees are towering 

and the view is wide

Factories are dilapidated

The streets are simple and 
their own plants are green

Production Space Axis

Living Space Axis

Mountains & Rivers

Agriculture

Industry

Ancient Villages
Modern

Communities

Clan Development

Historical Development

Origin of clans
Gansu

Zhuang
Henan

Zhejiang

Fujian

Dongguan

Jiangxi

Guangzhou

Xu
Chen

Chen

ZhuangChen

ChenZhengXu

Chen
Pan

The scope of 
modern expansion

The scope of 
contemporary expansion

Male
Female

Under 18
18-40
40-60

Over 60

Farmer
Half & Half

Migrant Worker

Primary School & Below
Middle School
High School

Polytechnic School
College Degree & Above

Daling Governance

Settlement Distribution

Supervisory 
Commission

Village 
Committee

Collective Economy 
Leadership Group

Neighborhood 
Committee

5 natural 
villages

9 production 
teams

3 residential 
communities

1118 Households

Registered population: 2654

Resident population: 7271

Five households enjoying the 
minimum living guarantee

1 natural villages correspond to 2 production teams (Shewei excepted)

Xiyue
Shewei

Zhongyue

Shang

Pu-Hill 
Garden

Longjiao
Mount-Lotus 
Community

Yilian Garden

Zhongyue and Xiyue are connected by streets and alleys, and 
are the largest centralized settlements in the village area.

1st Grid 2nd Grid

3rd Grid

Gender 
Ratio

Age 
Structure

Nature of 
Work

Education

Public Buildings Vernacular Dwellings Building Materials
Ancestral Hall

Memorial Archway
Cultural Tower

Fishbone-shaped Streets

Hall Patio Corridor
Oyster 
Shell

Black 
Brick

Gray 
Tile

Architectural Decoration
Clay Sculpture

Brick Carving

Node Spaces

Bridgehead Park

Zhaoyidi Ancestral 
Hall

Temple Square
The First Spring 

of Pu Hill

Ancestral Hall Square

Village Entrance Park

Shang Park

Longjiao Square

Greefield within Pu-Hill 
Garden

Greenfield next to Mount-
lotus community

All ages
Elderly
Middle-aged
Children

Playing cards and chatting

Singing Cantonese opera

Getting water and washing clothes
Cycling and playing

Taking a dog for a walk
Cooking

Air drying crops
Playing ball games

Taking care of plants

Touring

Exercising
Relaxing in a cool place

Activity Frequency

Public Spaces

Three-row Type One-row Type
Three Rooms & 
Two Corridors

Alleyway gate-Roadway
Ancestral hall-Feng shui pond

Riverside-Quay

South-China Water Town

Daling Market

Shilou Culture

Fish pond aquaculture

Cash crop

Oyster shells 
& fields

Wenchang business street

Integrated agriculture 
& commerce

Waterway trade

Cantonese Opera Group

Nut-carving technique Cantonese 
cuisine

Legend

Cantonese opera studio 

Sound 
equipment

Shang 
Industrial Park

Longjiao 
Industrial Park

Chemical 
Research Institute

Warehouse logistics

Litchi Dragon blood tree
Cantonese 

food

River clam

Sole

Meat duck

Peanut
Oyster

Mullet
Free range 

chicken

Ficus macrocarpa

Nut-carving creation base

Artspace

Retail
Pu-hill 

Industrial Park

Guangri 
Industrial Park

R&D, design, 
manufacturing, 

installation, and after-
sales service

Escalator & 
Elevator  Hardware Carton

          Leather Chemicals

Low-end manufacturing industry
Life service-oriented business
Culture industry

Crop farming
Aquaculture

Legend

Industrial Structure

First
Industry

Secondary
Industry

Third
Industry

Farming
Breeding

Small business
Culture industry
Lease of houses

Sale

Training

Self use

Low-end 
manufacturing 

industry

Tourists
Schools
Artists

......

Village

Spatial Patterns

Annular
1st industry space

1st industry
74.3%

2nd industry
25.5%

3rd industry
0.2%

Farming & 
Breeding

Working in the 
industrial parks or 
away from home

Operating a store
Lease of houses

Village collective economic income of 9.8 million yuan
Annual dividend of 3.9 million yuan

More than 2400 shareholders
Annual dividend of over 1600 yuan

Main sources of income: rent and 
ground rent for shops and factories

Garbage 
cleaning fee

Cost of nucleic 
acid testing during 
COVID-19 years

Income

Expenditure

Art

Deal

Tour

Nut-carving
Sea porcelain

Blue dyeing

Ancestral hall
Oyster shell wall

Dragon boat

Cantonese food
Cultural creative product

Agritainment

Lack of 
advertisement

Boring 
activities

Simple 
service

Low revenue 
generation Few 

shops Lack of 
brand

Insufficient 
facilities

Tourism Industry Analysis

Longjiao

Shang

The existing tourism nodes 
are concentrated in the ancient 

settlements of Zhongyue and Xiyue.

Geography 
Relationship

Prosperity of culture and tourism
Sharing of benefits Industry

Relationship

Blood
Relationship

Culture
Relationship

Continuous three types of spaces
Harmonious landscape

Suitable living conditions
Promoting family values

Continuation of culture
Active communities

Traditional Village Site Selection that 
adapts to natural landscape and terrain

Waterborne Commercial Economy 
of agriculture and commerce

A long history of Family 
Names and Clans

A village carrying the Tradition 
of Farming and Reading

Habitat Beautification
Village Operation and Maintenance

Historical Preservation
Cultural Activation

Bottom Line Control
Spatial Pattern Optimization

Cultural and Tourism Development
Regional Collaboration

Activity 
Observation

Village

Wirelike
2nd industry space

Village

Punctate
3rd industry space

Traffic streets: 3-6m
Living streets: 1.5-3m

Inner lanes: 0.8-1m

Contemporary construction axis

Rural development axis

Landscape belt

Manufacturing development axis

Civic living area

Rural living area

Natural cultivation area

Industrial manufacturing area

• The old geography relationship still exists.
• The three-living spaces need to be improved.
• The structure of the village is broken.

• The blood relations are very 
close and the Chen clan is the 
first and foremost family.

• Blood relationship has its 
unique spacial forms such as  
road systems and ancestral halls.

• The village collective economy 
needs to be upgraded, and the 
amenities are not sufcient.

• There is a lack of urban-rural 
integration within the site.

Brief Summary

• Agricultural ties persist and the Daling 
Market has been revitalized and utilized.
• Secondary industry stands alone and 
hinders promoting cultural image.
• The tourism industry is not dynamic.

Brief Summary

Summary of current situation

Geography Relationship
Good foundation 

Changing landscape

Industry Relationship
Continuous development

Weak tourism

Blood Relationship
Long history

Disintegration threat

Culture Relationship
Rich resources

Lack of utilization

Influx of migrants

Protection of National Historial and Cultural Village

Next to advanced manufacturing industry
Guangzhou south 

extension node

Proposal of development orientation Goals setting "Ancestral-hall" strategies & "New-agreement" results

From the perspective of the site
Traditional Village of South China Water 

Village under Seven-star Hills

(Credit: Together)
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4. Planning strategies
Restoring Natural Environment Integration of Existing Resources Harmonization of Rural Settlements

Creating a Family Atmosphere Promoting Clan Communication Enhancing Social Cohesion

Regional Economic Integration Industrial Linkage Development Establishment of a Revenue Mechanism

Protecting Cultural Context Planning Cultural Axis Inheriting Historical & Cultural Heritage
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Azure Dragon

White Tiger

Vermilion Bird

Black Tortoise

Respect geographical characteristics
Coordinate three types of spaces 

Distribution of three types of spaces

Cropland & Factories 
Mountains & Water

Villages & Communities

Ecology Axis

Production Axis Living Axis

Pu-hill 
Industrial Space

Rural Space

Agricultural Space

Rural Space

Agricultural Space
Rural Space

Community Space

Community 
Space
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Creation of public spaces

Pan

Reconstructing rural social 
networks through blood ties

Chen Xu Zheng Zhuang

Ancient Village 
Residential Group

Shang Residential Group
Longjiao Residential Group

Modern Residential Group

Yilian Park

Zhaoyidi Ancestral Hall

Longjin 
Bridgehead Square

Village Entrance Park

The First Spring 
of Pu Hill

Shang Park

Longjiao Park

Lotus Park

Village Life Belt

Relying on the surrounding 
tour i s t  a reas  to  deve lop 
ecological culture and tourism 
industry, to attract travelers 
and enhance the popularity.

Responding to the superior 
planning, maintaining the 
advantages of the elevator 
manufacturing industry and 
integrating resources to join 
the automobile manufacturing 
industry chain.

Promoting industrial development 
to realize benefit sharing and 

cultural co-construction
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Industrial spatial distribution

Culture & 
Tourism Group

Manufacturing Group
Agriculture & 

Tourism Group

Warehousing Logistics Group

Elevator 
Manufacturing

Auto Parts 
Manufacturing

Cantonese Opera Appreciation

Handicraft 
Experience

Dragon Boat Experience

Rice-fish Cultivation

Cultural & Creative Park

South-
China B&B

Farmers' Manor

Farming 
Experience

Farming Class

Stereoscopic 
Agriculture

Belt of Culture & TourismBelt of Agriculture 
& Tourism

Belt of Supporting 
Industries

Promoting cultural inheritance to 
achieve the integration of 4R

Industrial spatial distribution

Landscape Touring Group
Cultural & 

Creative Group

Auto Culture 
Group

Water-town Culture Group

Belt of Village Culture

Gull Island

Lotus Mountain

Daling
Market

Core 
Conservation Area

Village Entrance Park

Chisong Temple

West Garden Family School

Daling Cultural & 
Creative Park

Car Park

(Credit: Luming Xu)

(Credit: Xinyi Tang)

(Credit: Keyi Lai)

(Credit: Yang Wang)



5. Master plan Land Use PlanningLand Balance Table

Spatial Structure Planning Functional Subarea Planning

Landscape System Planning Disaster Prevention Planning

Transportation Planning Public Service Planning

(Credit: Yixian Guo & Luming Xu)



6. Village operation and maintenance based on stories

ACT 1. Micro Renovation of Daling Village ACT 2. Capable People Returning to the Hometown ACT 3. Celebrating Water-Town Festivals ACT 4. Concluding a Future Agreement

(Credit: Yang Wang & Keyi Lai)



Jade-like River and Fertile Fields

7. Design of the centralized settlement

Continued Operation of the Old Marketplace Living Comfortably in the Old Streets Renewing the Ancestral Halls with Culture

(Credit: Tengxiao Xie)



Planning Structure

(Credit: Xinyi Tang & Tengxiao Xie & Yang Wang)

Monotonous & boring 
rigid riverbanks

Nearshore revetment

Emergent plants
Waterfront open-air theater

Vibrant waterfront

Riverbank 
Renovation

Market revitalization Main Street renovation Repairing memorial archway

Longjin Bridge Fishbone-shaped Streets Hiking Trail

High vacancy rate

High clear height

Large span Structural Modification

Space Division

Fire exit
Additional floor slab

Lighted courtyard

Creative space

Plant land utilization 
rate doubled

Wing-room
Hall
Patio

Lumber Room
Kitchen

"Three Rooms and Two 
Corridors" vernacular 
dwelling architectures

Health Facilities
Setting Interlayer

Space Division Estudio
Bedroom

Restroom

Living & Dining Room
Kitchen

Bedroom

Patio

Houses adapted to 
modern life

Intangible cultural heritage experience

Sacrifice
Art exhibition

Children's workshopPerformance Logistics
Community office

Mixed Use
Activity space

Cantonese 
Opera practice

Chess and card leisure
Village History exhibition

Sacrifice
Community office

Festival

Geography Relationship
Wenchang Tower & Lotus Pond

Industry Relationship
Daling Market

Industry Relationship
Renovation of Pu Hill Industrial Park

Blood Relationship
Demonstration Site of 
Residential Renewal

Culture Relationship
Xian Ancestral Hall

Functional Zoning

Axis of Blood Relationship

Axis of Industry Relationship

Axis of Geography Relationship

Zone of Renewing the 
Ancestral Halls with Culture

Zone of Living Comfortably 
in the Old Streets

Zone of Jade-like River 
and Fertile Fields

Zone of Continued Operation 
of the Old Marketplace

Two-pond Ancestral Hall

Entrance to the Factory Park

Zhaoyidi Ancestral Hall

Demonstration Site of Residential Renewal

Memorial Archway of Daling Market

Wenchang Tower

Longjin Bridge

Xiyue Auditorium

Memorial Archway of Pu Hill

Xian Ancestral Hall

Dragon-met Bridge

Santa Temple

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

Existing old 
factory buildings

Daily 
Life

Activity space

(Credit: Yixian Guo)

(Credit: Together)
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